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PREFACE

This report documents work performed during the period from June 1974 to
December 1975 by Exxon Research and Engineering Company, P. 0. Box 51, Linden,
New Jersey 07036, under contract F29601-74-C-0126 with the Air Force Weapons
Laboratory (AFWL), Kirtland Air Force Base, New Mexico. In March 1975 the
responsibility for the work unit was transferred to the Air Force Civil
Engineering Center (AFCEC), Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida. Lt William J.
Bierck, Jr., was the AFWL project officer and Captain Larry W. Strother was
the AFCEC project officer for the program.

This report has been reviewed by the Information Officer (IO) and is
releasable to the National Technical Information Service (NTIS). At NTIS
it will be available to the general public, including foreign nations.

This report has been reiewed and is approved for publication.
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L . STROTHER
Captain, USAF Lt. Colon€l, USAF
Project Officer Director of Facllities
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ROBERT E. BRANDON ROBERT M, ITEN
Technical Director Colonel, USAF
Commander
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SECTION I
INTRODUCTION

1. BACKGROUND AND PRIOR WORK

Static electricity has been recognized as a serious hazard in
military POL systems, particularly when pumping JP-4 fuel, a volatile
hydrocarbon which produces riammable mixtures with air in the temperature
range from -30°C to +20°C. Electric charges separate on filters and pipe-
walls as the fuel moves and can then accumulate in an aircraft tank or
truck. If a sufficiently high potential develops, the accumulated charge
can discharge to a grounded object of different electrical potential with
sufficient spark energy to ignite fuel vapors., This ignition source has
been identified with accidents to tank trucks, storage tanks, filter-
separators and actual aircraft.

Charge accumulation is particularly apt to occur in military
fuels because they are inherently low in conductivity and yet contain
ionic species as additives or contaminants that enhance static charge
separation. The filter-separators which are used in POL systems to
safeguard against the introduction of water and particulate are potent
charge generators due to their large surface areas. Prior to the present
study, the extent to which JP-4 fuels pumped through DOD type filter-
separators in the field deliver charges into aircraft was unknown but was
expected to vary with both fuels and filters. To answer this question
for the Federal Aviation Administration(Reference 1), a survey of com-
mercial fuels pumpad through filter-separators had been conducted at
six airports by the Coordinating Research Council (CRC). A further
survey of fuels by the CRC(Reference 2) had included JP-4 samples from
two Alr Force bases; these tests showed that JP-4 fuels covered a wide
range in conductivity and charging tendency and in these respects were
simiiar to commercial fuels. The question about DOD filter-separators
rerained to be answered.

A device to relax the charge on fuel being pumped through a
filter-separator [called the Static Charge Reducer (SCR)] had been in-
stalled for test purposes at Kelly Air Force Base. Evaluation of this
device by numerous investigators(Reference 3) had disclosed some serious
deficiencies with respect to efficiency, tendency to deactivate and
turn-on time, i.e., elapsed interval to initiate charge relaxation.
There were also indications that an apparently functioning SCR could
still deliver high charge in fuel(Refeience 4). The last finding had
been verified with commercial Jet A rather than JP-4 fuel.

References:
1. "Electrostatic Charging Survey of Airport Fueling Systems"

Coordiu.*ing Research Council, Report Ne. 473, December 1974

2. "A Survey of Electrical Conductivity and Charging Tendency
Characteristics of Aircraft Turbine Fuels 1973/74"
Coordinating Research Council, Report No. 478, April 1975

3. Martel, C.R. "An Evaluation of the Static Charge Reducer for
Reducing FElectrostatic Hazards in the landling of Hydrocarbon
Fuels" AFAPL-TR-70-22, July 1970

4, Bachman, K. C., and Munday, J. C., "Evaluation of the Hazards
of Static Electricity in Non-Metallic POL Systems' - AFWL-TR-

72-90
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Elimination of final filter-separators in order to reduce the
static hazard when fueling aircraft is one of the benefits of the use of
fiberglass reinforced pipe (FRP), stainless steel or aluminum instead of
uncoated carbon steel for underground hydrant systems., There was concern
about the effects of non-conductive FRP pipe on static charge. A previous

study(Reference 4) had revealed that FRP pipe wculd require a somewhat
greater volume to relax charge than the steel pipe it would replace. This

finding needed confirmation with JP-4 fuel containing the required addi-
tives.

The concern about FRP pipe was related to the electrical proper-
ties of the plastic binder which is generally a dielectric material like
wire insulation. Similar materials are used to internally coat tanks and
marking devices. There is some question as to the effect of such coatings

on the rate at which static charges relax. In turn, this rc¢laxation rate
would influence surface voltages and the degree of hazard in terms of *

static discharge from bulk fluid to ground.
2. APPROACH TO RESEARCH ON ELECTROSTATIC HAZARDS

The questions concerning electrostatic hazards in military POL

systems appear to fall into two categories: (1) those that reflect the
actual static charging tenlencies of JP-4 fuels and DOD filter-separators

in field use and (2) those best investigated by experimental work in a
properly Jdesigned facility. Accordingly, a multi-task investigation was

made. Thils report discusses the results of each of these tasks.

The individual tasks and the specific requirements each is
intended to answer are as follows:

a. Field Testing of JP-4 Fuels and DOD Filter-Icparators
The questions raised were these:

(1) The relatiorship between JP-4 conductivity
and its charging characteristics.

(2) The charging parameters of DOD filter-separators
over a time period to assess aging effects.

(3) The static charge generated in Air Force POL systems

with JP-4 and standard DOD filter-separators using
the latest DOD elements.

It was logical to develop the answers to these questions by field
testing at certain Ai+~ "orce bases; the questions seemed an appropriate
follow-on to the program conducted by the CRC at six commercial airports
(Reference 1). The Boeing Test Rig used by the CRC was available and
proposed for use for this task.

JP-4 fuels were shown by another CRC fuel survey program (Refer-
ence 2) to exhibit a wide range of both conductivity and laboratory charg-
ing tendency. The reasons for this are probably the different corrosion
inhibitors that are required by Military Specification MIL-T-5624J (dif-
ferent materials qualified to MIL-I-25017 affect conductivity differently).
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Their charging tendency is related to their ionic properties. The charpe

output from filters in the field is related to the particular corrosion
inhibitors in fuel which have not been depleted as fuels are pumped through

pipelines and storage tanks,

DOD type filter-separators, like their commercial counterpecrts,
would be expected to change in charging characteristics as they age. The
contaminants removed by fiiter elements generally contribute to a filter's
charge output although the pattern is unknown. No aging effect was found
to be statistically significant in the CRC airport survey(Reference 1).

On the other hand, a batch of high charging fuel can promote charging by
filter elements regardless of their age.

Filter elements qualified to MIL-F-8901C are different in design
than commercial elements. In the case of the CRC programs involving com-
mercial two-stage filter~separators, the second stage separator was found
to be the important charging factor and significant differences were found
between paper separators and coated screens, DOD filter-separators utilize
combination filters which suggests that the coalescer element, as well as
the separator element, woula be factors in charging tendency.

Another question concerned the relationship between field strength
exhibited by charged fuel in a storage vessel and input charge. This mea-
surement had been made by a limited number of runs in the CRC airport sur-
vey(Reference 1). It was shown that surface voltage was related to charge
entering the tank of the fueler but that the geometry of eacn tank affected

the level of field strength measurement.

It was recognized that all military fueler vehicles of the R-5
and R-9 type are identical in tank geometry. Hence, it seemed possible
to make field strength measurements in the field to answer this question.
A field meter installed in the fueler tank to record the field produced
by charged fuel filling the tank should permit surface voltage to be

measured.

b. Surface Voltage Tests in the Exxon Facility

The question regarding the relationship between surface volt-
age and charge on input fuel that had been reduced through a static charge
reducer could best be investigated in the Exxon full-scale facility where
close control 1s possible on all charging parameters, Prior work under
F29601-71-C-0071 had shown that fuel delivered into FRP pipe through the
SCR with an apparent charge density close to zero could still produce high

voltages on the wall of the pipe.

The facility at Exxon Research is designed to permit fuel to
be charged through either a filter-separator or a filter-monitor when
pumped through an SCR into a tank truck in which a field meter, radio
detector and depth gage are installed. A surface voltage comparison between
fuel charged and SCR-relaxed versus fuel which bypasses this filter-SCR
array is possible to settle the question.

RS
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c. Electrical Effects of FRP Pipe With JP-4 Fuel

The question with regard to the relaxation time needed in
systems made with FRP pipe had derived from the earlier work under
F29601-71-C-0071. That work was done with Jet A fuel and showed that
fuel of positive polarity required 30 per cent more time to relax to the
same level in FRP pipe versus steel pipe. Fuel of negative polarity be-
haved about the same in both systems. The question of whether JP-4 fuel
would behave the same way as Jet A fuel could only be settled by experi-
mental work in the original facility,

d. Effect of Tank Coatings on Charge Relaxation

These questions concerned the effect of 8-mil epoxy coatings

and a rod or cable on the behavior of charged fuel in a storage vessel.
Because the technique for answering this question required close control

over fuel charge level and polarity and measurements of both streaming
current and field strength, it seemed most appropriate to design the ex-~

periments for the Exxon facility.
e. Effect of Deposits on SCR Performance

These questions were all related to the tendency of fuels
in service to form deposits on the liner of the SCR and thus reduce its
effectiveness. This result had been demonstrated in earlier work in the

Exxon facility but never with JP-4 fuel. Inasmuch as SCR's were in a
test installation on JP-4 1t Kelly Air Force Base, it seemed possible

to measure theilr efficiency and also recover deposits for analysis.
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SECTION IT :
i |
1 SIGNIFICANCE OF TEST RESULTS
ff This section assesses details of the individual test programs
g that were carried out in fulfillment of contractual requirements. The
il results of each program are summarized and interpreted in terms of over-
i all significance with respect to the electrostatic hazard of POL systems
é: when handling JP-4 fuel into aircraft,
? 1. FIELD TESTS OF FUELS AND GROUND EQUIPMENT
% In order to survey the amount of static charge being generated
% when fueling aircraft with JP-4, the Air Force selected two air bases for
% field testing. These bases represented different POL systems separated
' by geography and climate and suppiied by JP-4 from completely different
§ sources. In some ways this survey was a logical extension of the CRC pro-
4 gram conducted on 3ix major airports to assess static charge in commeicial
: Jet A fuel(Reference 1). Accordingly, the test rig used by the CRC to
: simulate the aircraft manifold to measure charge densities into aircraft
was borrowed for this survey. A total of 63 test runs were made during
four different periods with results described in detail in Section ITI.
: The most striking result of all of these tests was the relatively
¥ low level of static charge measured from a variety of hose carts
and fuelers. The low level of charge is explained by the relatively high
level of JP-4 conductivity observed and by the relatively large internal
¥ volumes of DOD filter-spearators that permit charge to relax. A compari-
son with the CRC program using commercial Jet A in six airports (Table I)
i illustrates the differences in fuels and filter-separator design. It
i should be noted that much higher charge levels were observed in commercial
S systems.,
5
The importance of residence time and fuel conductivity in charge
relaxation is apparent from the well-known charge decay equation
¥
§ 1 Q tK
: S S e
f o o
%w
i where Qt = charge at time t
§§ Q, = initial charge
i t° = residence time in the system, sec
¥ K = conductivity of fuel siemens/m
3 ee, = 17.7X 1012 ampere sec/volt meter.
b
5 An increase in either residence time or fuel conductivity has an
s exponential effect on the degree of charge reduction between the point of
& charge generation--the filter elements—-and the aircrait where charge
¥ density was actually measured. To illustrate the imporiance of these
: factors, consider the following results of this equation when a fuel of
b3 2.0 pS/m conductivity is used as a base case.
éﬁ




TABLE T. COMPARISON OF MILITARY VERSUS COMMERCIAL
STATIC CHARGING TESTS DURING AIRCRAFT FUELING
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Military Commercial
JP-4 Jet A(1)

No. of Airports 2 6
No. of Test Runs 63 184
No. of Mobile Vehicles Tested 37 105
Range of Charge Densities
Observed gt 50 Per Cent Rated
Flow uC/m 0-54 0-350
No. of Fuel Families Tested 13 31
Range of Fuel Conductivities
at 740F, pS/m 1.5-23 0.1-15.2
Per Cent of Samples Below
5 pS/m 35 80
Filter-Separators Tested

Separator Type Mostlv Coated Screen Mostly Paper

Design Type Combination Elements(2) Two-Stage
Residence Time to Aircraft
at 50 Per Cent Rated Flow
(Sec) 22-27 8

(1) "Electrostatic Charging Survey of Airport Fueling Systems"

Coordinating Research Council, Report No, 473, December 1974

(2) Separator Element Shrouds The Coalescer Element
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® If residence time doubles and fuel conductivity is constant,
charge density at the aircraft would drop by about 60 per
cent compared with Jet A fuel. This is the effect of the
military type filter-separator design alone. (The same result
wouid occur if only fuel conductivity doubled.)
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® If both residence time and fuel conductivity double, charge
density at the aircraft would drop by about 93 per cent com-
pared with Jet A fuel. This is the combined effect of
military type filter-separator and JP-4 fuels of higher
average conductivity.

® However, if residence time doubles and fuel conductivity is
halved, charge density at the aircraft would match the com-
mercial Jet A levels. This is the result of lower than
average JP-4 conductivity,

it

Frectn 3

Thus, the result actually observed in the field test is consis-
tent with theoretical considerations. The next question to consider is i
whether either the military filter-separator design factor or the JP-4
conductivity factor can be relied upon to insure that low charge levels 4
wvill always be produced. &

In the case of the filter-separator design itself it is inter-
esting to observe the shrouded single stage MH-2B hose cart unit provides
considerably more relaxation volume (about 9 sec residence time at rated
flow) than the older two-stage MH-2A unit (about 2 sec residence time at
rated flow). Yet the 1973 type of MH-2B unit was considerably smaller
than the 1971 type and approached the MH-2A in relaxation volume. The
1973 design probably resulted from a policy to build a more compiact
filter-separato: unit lighter in weight, smaller in size, and easier to
handle. This design step was in the wrong direction for assuring low
static charge levels. It would be desirable to make internal volume a
design requirement for military filter-separator units,

It should be noted that increasing the length of fueling hose
to provide residence time is an alternative but not as efficient as pro-
viding internal volume. For example, 50 feet of 3-inch hose holds 18
gallons. Over 100 feet of additional hose would have to be provided to
match a 1973 MH-2B unit with a 1971 model.

With respect to JP-4 conductivity, the field test program illus-
trated that fuels as supplied can vary considerably because one of four
test periods involved JP-4 similar to Jet A in conductivity. The 1973 CRC
program on samples from two air bases showed that 35 per cent of 54 samples
were low in conductivity. The differences in conductivity are due pri-
marily to the particular corrosion inhibitor used and the extent to which
it has been depleted. Both laboratory and full-scale rig data reveal that
it is possible to use a fully qualified corrosion inhibitor at specified
concentration and not exceed 3 pS/m in conductivity. If such a JP-4 were
depleted of additives in handling systems, its conductivity would drop

e o T g B SO
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and the extra benefit of residence time in DOD filter-separator unites
would be lost.

These considerations suggest that a qualification requirement
for corrosion inhibitors exclude additives that decrease electrical con-
ductivity. Such a specification on additives would, of course, not in-
sure that JP-4 as delivered to aircraft would be high in conductivity.
However, the limited survey data available on JP-4 suggest that extremely
low conductivities with additive fuels are highly unlikely. A wider sur-
vey of JP-4's to confirm this poiat would be desirable.

The unknown factor in this consideration of JP-4 charge level
into aircraft is how much charge is actually generated in the DOD type
filter elements. The CRC study was not able to distinguish among filter-
coalescer elements but could detect significant differences among separators.
Since the latter element is the last stage before fuel exits from the filter-
separator case, it is probably the more significant, The CRC found, for
example, that Teflon® -coated screens generate only 15 to 52 per cent as much
charge as paper separators. The field program conducted with JP-4 generally
confirmed this CRC conclusion.

Another signi cant observation of the contract test program was
the high initial charge detected when new filter elements were introduced
into a controlled system. A considerable amount of time (or throughput)
was needed for the new element to stabilize at a lower equilibrium charg-
ing level. This finding suggests the desirability of operating a new set
of elements at some fraction of rated flow for a break-in period. More
data are needed to confirm this observation and to develop a break-in
parameter.

The field test program revealed that the charging tendency of
filters increased with age (or throughput) from the equilibrium value,
probably because of the accumulation of ionic species, e.g., corrosion
inhibitors. (This trend could not be statistically confirmed in the CRC
program on commercial filters.) Since the extent of this increase is sub-
ject to considerable uncertainty, it does not appear desirable at this
point to suggest any different filter change criteria than the ones pre-
sently used--pressure drop or time. More data would be needed to develop
a thvoughput criteria for change as related to charge generation.

In order to assess in realistic terms the significance of flow
rate on delivered charge, the data from both the hose cart tests in the
field and at the Exxon Research test site have been compared in terms of
charge flow, i.e., charge density times flow rate equals current actually
delivered. The data from each set of tests are consistent and show that
doubling the flow rate increases the current delivered to aircraft about
four-fold. The maximum charge flow levels observed in hose cart
tests—-about 4.4 pyA--are consistent with data obtained by the CRC in air-
port studies(Reference 1) but well below the maximum observed in commercial
fueling. It would appear that the limitations on fueling flow rate
actually observed in the field operates as an automatic safeguard against
delivery of high levels of electrical currents into aircraft tanks,
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In the final analysis, the question to answer is the probability

that an excessively high charge might be delivered to an aircraft due to a
combination of a high charging fuel, an active filter and a high flow rate.
The CRC attempted to 2nswer this question by plotting data on 31 fuels in
184 runs in terms of logarithmic probability distribution, It was concluded
that a high charging level defined with respect to analysis of actual air-
craft accidents might occur one time in 1000 if paper separators were in
use(Reference 5). At the same time, the CRC study concluded that with
coated screens the probability of a similar high charging level would be
orders of magnitude lower. Tigure 1 is reproduced from this CRC study

and on it are plotted the data obtained in this program in 70 runs with

13 JP~4 fuels tested in systems with ccated screens. The military charge
density data is compared at 50 per cent rated flow, which is typical of

ir Force fueling practice, with commercial fuel at 80 per cent rated flow.
If the DOD filter-separator units were operated at 80 per cent rated flow,
it is estimated that the charge density levels would produce a distribu-
tion matching the curve shown for commercial fuels. It can be concluded,
therefore, that the probability of a high charging level in military POL
systems is at worst no greater than the probability in a similar commercial

system.

Any comparison between military and commercial fuels, however
reassuring in terms of lower static charge levels in JP-4, must not overlook
the vitally important difference of JP-4 versus Jet A volatility. The
vapors of JP-4 produce a flammable mixture with air at temperatures below
20°C (60°F) which means that in most fuelings the vapor space in a tank
is easily ignited should a spark discharge occur. The level of static
charge in fuel is only a crude yardstick of the ignition hazard because
many other factors within a tank can influence the development of high
localized potential differences which can lead to electrical discharge.

Because handling JP-4 is so fundamentally hazardous, the research
studies conducted in connection with this contract, except for field mea-
surements and rig tests in closed systems, utilized Jet A which has a lean
flammability limit above 35°C (95°F).

2. SURFACE VOLTAGE TESTS WITH THE SCR

The work performed under the earlier contract and summarized
in(Reference 4) had shown that the SCR had several disadvantages, one of
which was an indication that high surface voltages might be associated with
a presumably functioning SCR. Surface voltages in tanks filled with charged
liquids are more important than surface voltages on plastic pipe because
the former can lead to spark discharge while the latter can be easily

eliminated by a conductive coating.

The tests reported in Section IIT demonstrate that the surface
voltage actually observed when filling a tank truck with charged fuel de-
pends not on whether the SCR was in the system or even functioning but on
the absolute level of charge entering the tank. There were no anomalies
suggesting a high surface voltage when the fuel out cf the SCR was regis-

tering a very low value.

Reference:
5. Dukek, W. G., Strauss, K. H., and Leonard, J. T. '"Charge Generation

by U.S. Commercial Aircraft Fuels and Filter-Separators" - Summary
Report of Coordinating Research Council Studies on Static - Lightning

& Static Conference, Culham Lab., England, April 1975
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Figure 1 - Distribution of Charge Density in Airport and Airbase

Tests-Paper Separators versus Coated Screens

Note: Reproduced from Figure 5 of reference 5. Top curves represent

commercial Jet A fuel at 80% rated flow
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The most reasonable way to explain this result in contrast to
the results in plastic pipe is to recognize that the tank is an integrating
device which collects the entire quantity of charged fuel; this body of
fluid produces a field which is sensed by a field meter and translated into
a potential on the fluid surface. In contrast, the plastic pipe is filled
with flowing fuel which contains clouds or packets of charge - half negative
and half nositive - which are unmixed because of the high velocities., The
total net charge may average close to zero but the existence of moving
clouds of charge means that a field is generated on a dielectric surface
such as plastic pipe. Hence, surface voltage measurements on a section of
plastic pipe are, in effect, sensing only a porcion of the charge in the
flowing section. In a receiving tank where mixing occurs, the surface
voltage is determined by the net charge after mixing.
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The concept of clouds or packets of moving charge is supported by
the response signals from the charge density meter (CDM). When charged
fuel moving at 7 to 20 feet per second leaves the SCR, the CDM signal shows
wide fluctuations oscillating about 30 cycles per ininute around an average
value suggesting packets of charge 7 to 20 feet long as flow passes the
sensing head. On the other hand, the signal from charged fuel bypassing
the SCR shows only smocth fluctuations. (Residence time in the SCR is
about 1/4 second which may explain the mixing problem suggested by these
signal oscillations.)
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This observation might suggest that the SCR is a reliable tech-
nique for reducing surface voltage when filling a tank. However, the
answer must be qualified by the other observations described in Section III.
The SCR required turn-on time of 0.5 to 5 minutes before it began to func-
tion. Also, its efficiency in reducing charge depended on the polarity of
the incoming charge. These factors had been quantified in the ear'ier
evaluation program(Reference 4) and were confirmed in the current program.
Finally, it has been recognized for some time that the SCR degrades with
? use due to the development of deposits on its plastic liner. The original

drawbacks of the SCR still remain. This program has not added to the
list of deficiencies but has determined that the unsatisfactory behavior
of the SCR into plastic pipe is not carried over to the filling of a tank.

e

Spark discharges which were observed on the radio during these
tank truck filling tests represented the most extreme condition, i.e., the
presence of an unbonded charge collector. Discharges were observed at
extremely low surface voltages (1 to 5 KV) when a charge collector was
present, but a surface voltage of about 28 KV was required before discharges
were detected in a tank free of collectors. These results are consistent
with those reported recently by Bachman in tank truck filling studies

(Reference 6).

i
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In the field testing program described in Section III several
attempts were made to measure field strength in an R-9 fueler vehicle
operated as a receiver of charged fuel. In each case the input charge
density was extremely low and no signal could be observed on the field
meter., It is not possible to use the surface voltage versus input charge

&

Reference:
{ 6., Bachman, K.C. '"Variables Which Influence Spark Production Duve to
8 Static Electricity in rvank Truck Loading" - Lightning & Static

Conference, Culham Lab., England, April 1975
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density relationship shown in Figure 27 to predict the behavior of
charged fuel in an R-9 fueler because the internal geometry of the tank
truck studied in this program is substantially different. Directionally,
surface voltage in an R-9 fueler would be expected to increase with in-
put charge but the slope of a line relating these measurements would be
different for this receiver of different geometry than a tank truck.

3. RESIDENCE TIME FOR CHARGE RELAXATION OF FUEL

In a loading rack or Fillstand where fuel is pumped into a
refu@ling unit, charges are generated in the fixed filter-separator.

There has been a general API-recommended operating practice to provide
a ninimum of 30 seconds residence tim~ for charge relaxation in the
piping downstream of a filter-separator before fuel enters he fueler
tank. The SCR was originally developed to circumvent the ne.d1 for 30
seconds residence time at maximum rated flow.,

The accident record of static ignitions in tank truck filling
is much more serious than the record of incidents in aircraft fueling
and 1is at least partly explained by the greater tank volumes involved in
loading fuelers. An aircraft baffled compartment is at a maximum 300
gallons and usually receives at most only one-third of the charged fuel
passing through the filter-separator. A refueling unit compartment
can receive the entire output of a filter-separator and hence nine times
more current energy than an alrcraft compartment. The importance of
charge relaxation volume is thus underscored.

To illustrate the need for and importance of adequate residence
time for charge relaxation, data for three runs reported in Section III
have been plotted in Figure 2 in terms of charge remaining after the
filter versus residence time. Run D-20 from Table V was selected as the
reference base because it involved fuel of the lowest conductivity. Note
that Run D-54 -~ one of the extreme results - produced a charge at the
filter 12.5 times greater than reference Run 20 but the effective con-
ductivity was higher and the same charge level was reached in 25 seconds,
Run K-5 involved fuel of the highest conductivity, produced a charge at

the filter 3.8 times higher than reference and reached the same charge
level in 10 seconds.,

What Figure 2 illustrates is that there is a need and justifica-
tion for at least 30 seconds residence time as long as the possibility
exists that JP-4 fuel will exhibit a conductivity as low as 1 pS/m, At
a higher conductivity level -~ say 5 pS/m - the residence time requirement
would be less -~ about 10 seconds.

4, CHARGE RELAXATION IN FRP VELSUS STEEL PIPE WITH JP-4 FUEL

In the earlier study(Reference 4) of static charge effects in
FRP pipe, Jet A fuel of different conductivity levels was pumped through
carefully matched FRP and steel pipe sections under closely controlled
conditions so that a precise comparison could be made. Two important
results were obtained: (1) the difference in charge generating charac-

teristics in FRP versus steel pipe was insignificant, and (2) positively
charged fuel relaxed 30 per cent slower in FRP pipe than in steel pipe,

while negatively charged fuel relaxed 8 per cent faster,

12
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The four different conductivity levels tested with production
Jet A fuel (from 0.2 to 5.5 pS/m) were achieved by adding oxidized asphalt
(a few ppm) as a pro-static agent. In the program descrited in Section III
the FRP versus steel plpe experiments were reported with a specification
JP-4 fuel that measured 1.5 pS/m in conductivity and contained about 1200
ppm of anti-icing additive and 17 ppm (4.5 ptb) of Hitec E-5.% corrosion
inhibitor. The results confirmed that differences in charge senerating
characteristics in FRP versus steel pipe were insignificant. However,
the test data also showed that contrary to the first experiments there was
no difference in charge relaxation rate in FRP or steel pipe.

The differences between the Jet A and the JP-4 tests that might
explain the change in charge relaxation results are the following:

1. Recent tests were run at 77°F (25°C), about 37°F (21°C) hipher
than earlier work.

2. Latest data were analyzed by calculating the average slope of
the charge-in versus charge-out line (relaration time) from all
data points, while earlier work averaged a series of individual
tests to calculate average relaxation time,

3. The JP~4 contained 17 ppm of a surface-active additive that
normally forms a film on pipe walls to provide corrosion
protection. The Jet A contained only a fraction of additive

of a non-surface active type.

Of these differences the last is considered the most important,
The reasons for suggesting additive effects on pipewall are these: When
ions of a certain charge are contained in flowing fuel, an opposite charge
is induced on the pipewall, As flowing charges are neutralized by recom-
bination with pipewall ions, a counter-current flows on the inside of the
pipe. The conduction of this current depends upon the conductivity of the
solid. In the case of plastic pipe, the conduction rate is similar to
fuel unless it is altered by contaminants or additives, An additive
package of a surface-active corrosion inhibitor (a dicarboxylic acid)
and a polar anti-icing additive (ethylene glycol monomethvl ether) would
be likely to produce a conducting film on the iaside of pipe making it
substantially more ccnductive than fuel itself., In the case of steel
pipe, conductivity is inherently so high that surface changes are irrel-
evant. Unfortunately, it was not possible to prove this speculation
by direct experimental measures of surface conductivity because the
technology of measurement :s not available.

It is less likely that temperature differences or current tech-
niques used to analyze the test data explain the new results as well as
the presence of additives in JP-4. Fortunately, the use of certain cor-
rosion inhibitors in JP-4 tends to increase the electrical conductivity
which in itself will promote more rapid charge relaxation. The only
concern develops from an additive-depleted fuel or system. It would, of
course, be desirable to verify this proposed role of corrosion inhibitors
but this could probably be done in a laboratory rig rather than requiring
additional full-scale tests,

14
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5. EFFECT OF TANK COATINGS ON CHARGE RELAXATION

The concern about the role of an epoxy coating (MIL-C-4556)
on the rate of charge relaxation is logical because the resistivity of
such a coating could be as high or higher than fuel. Moreover, ‘the
earlier work on FRP(Reference 4), which is fabricated from an epoxy
resin, indicated that positively charged tuel relaxed 30 per cent
slower in plastic (i.e., epoxy) pipe than in steel pipe.

Tests conducted under carefully controlled conditions into
drums, both bare and lined, with MIL-C-4556 epoxy are d:scri*ed in
Section ITI. A third drum lined with a fluorinated polymer (Halarcn
similar to Teflon® 1in composition and 1000 times more resistive than
epoxy was also included in this comparison,

Charge relaxation rates observed by field meter readings were
found to be highly dependent on fuel conductivity. In fact, at conduc-
tivities above 30 pS/m, charge relaxed so fast that accurate comparisons
were impussible. However, in the range of fuel conductivities below
10 pS/m, which represents a large percentage of fuels, the data showed
that the epoxy-lined drum caused charge to relax 16 per cent faster
than in a bare steel drum, This result was surprising but could have
been due to slight variations in drum geometry. JP-4 additives were
introduced but these did not affect charge relaxation rates abnormally.
Their main effect was to raise fuel conductivity,

The behavior of the Halar® -lined drum was peculiar in that a
permanent charge was left on the surface after charged fuel had been re
moved. The initial rate of charge relaxation seemed to be similar to
that observed in the bare metal and epoxy drums but a much longer time
was required for surface voltage on the fuel to relax completely.

When a grounded metal rod was introduced into the test drums,
no difference could be detected in charge relaxation rates for fuels

of different conductivity levels., It appears that the use of a rod or
cable as a tank level marker, for example, has no significant effect on

fuel charge.

15
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SECTION I1X
DETAILED RESULTS OF TEST PROGRAMS
1. FIELD TESTS OF JP-4 AND DOD FILTER-SEPARATORS
a. Air Bases Surveyed

It has been established in a number of stulies, most recently
in a survey of commercial airports by the CRC(Reference 1), that filter-
separators are a major factor in the generation of electrostatic charges
during the fueling of aircraft and that significant differences in
charging exist among differing filter designs. These studies have also
pointed out that fuel is a major variable with some fuels resulting in
high charges and other fuels in low charges with the same filter elements.,
The reasons for this fuel behavior are not definitely known, but it is
possible that the fuel's history, including fueling system exposure prior
to aircraft fueling, is a factor.

Two air beses - Dover Air Force Base, Delaware and Kelly Air
Force Base, Texas - were pre-selected by the Air Force for this survey
of POL equipment. They represent two bases widely separated by climate
and geography and involve different types of handling practices and
facilities. Some of the more salient features and data of their respec-
tive handling facilities are given in Table II.

Dover Air Force Base is unique in that it has three different
hydrant systems - North Hydrant (-teel pipe, in service approximately 15
years), MAC Hydrant (steel pipe, in service approximately 20 years) and
C5A Hydrant (all aluminum pipe in service approximately 3 years). Test=-
ing at Dover Air Force Base was designed to include both hvdrant system
and refueler truck comparisons.

While both hose (hydrant) carts and refueler trucks are used to
fuel aircraft, and both vehicles put the fuel through filter-separators
ahead of the aircraft, different charging characteristics may be expected
from each type vehicle because of their effect on fuel thermal history.
Hose carts have no storage capacity and take fuel from buried pipelines
under pressure, pass it through a meter and a filter-separator, and then
into the aircraft. Fueling trucks, or refuelers, on the other hand,
contain a 5000-gallon storage tank, are loaded at a remote location,
and may stand full overnight or longer before fueling an alrcraft througn
a meter and a filter-separator. Fuel temperature in underground 1line=
tends to remain relatively constant while the temper.ture i: aboveground
tanks or trucks tends to vary with ambient temperature. Therefore, fuel
loaded through trucks may have a different thermal histery and charging
effect than fuel loaded through hose carts at the same air bases.

Identical types of DOD filter-separators exist on similar fuel-
ing apparatus at both Kelly and Dover Air Force Bases, but notable differ-
ences exist in filter-separator design between fixed and mobile equipment.
Most fixed filters, all refueler trucks, and those hose carts designated
MH-2B contain filter-separators employing an element configuration of a
coalescer element shrouded with the separator element as shown in

16
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TABLE II. DESCRIPTION OF SURVEY AIR BASE JP-4 SYSTEMS

Air Base Dover Air Force Base Kelly Air Forc- Base

Supply System Trucked from Port Mahon Trucked from Refinery
and Terminal

No. of Suppliers
(comingled) 3 3

Quantity of Fuel
Handled - M gal/month 4.4 1.5

Fueling by System
(per cent)

Refueler trucks 65 90
Hydrant 35 10
No. of Fueling Vehicles
Refueler Trucks (1) 18 8
Hose (Hydrant) Carts
MH-2A 10 2
MHi-2B 8 1
Hydrant Systems .3 1

Fixed Filter-Separator
- Fueling 21 6

JP-4 Fillstand Fixed
Filter-Separator 2 2

(1) Refuelers dedicated to JP-4 service only. Does not include vehicles
used for defueling or those equipped with hand nozzles.

Figures 3 and 5. Some fixed filter-separators and all MH-2A carts have the
more common industrial type of element configuration of two distinct and

separately nounted stages of coalescer and separator elements as shown in
Figure 4., Until recently, M!-2A carts had paper-type separator elements

which have now been replaced with Teflon® -coated metal screen separators.
Air base seliection provided an opportunity to test both types of filter-

separator design., One MH-2A cart at Dover Air Force Base still contained
paper elements and was also included in the program.

b. Test Equipment and Instrumentation

The testing apparatus used for charge density and field strength
measurements on POL equipment consisted of an instrumented fueling manifold,

a receiving fueler truck to simulate a receiving aircraft tank, and a mobile'
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TOP VIEW

Coalescer Element
Model C 2037-3

A
—-\1
_)_

26" ID

Design Flow Rate
600 gpm

Charge Relaxation
Volume

SECTION A-A /

Element Data

Ist Stage nd Stage
Qty 30 I5
Length 20" 44 5"
oD 33/4" 4.56"
FSN 4330-983-0998

49"

4" |D Outlet
CHARGE RELAXATION VOLUMES
STAGE NO. VOLUME (GAL)

PRE 1 35,5
BETWEEN 1 & 2 19.4
AFTER 2 1

47"

O

T T T T T T R

£

A B

TOTAL 119

ALLOW 7 GAL FOR ELEMENT
AND HARDWARE VOLUME

4" 1D
Inlet

Figure 3 - Filter-Separator Design on R-5 and R-9 Refuelers
Kelly Air Force Base
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TOP VIEW

Rated Flow: 600-gpm

Charge Relaxation
Volume

32" D

NOTE: Cart #62W00171 inspected 2/7/75 @ DAFB Contained
pleated paper type separator elements, all other MH2A
carts converted to Teflon® elements.

Perforated screen with
SECTION A-A 100 meshTeflon® coated screen on 0.D.

2z

.l

/ Element Data
5

Ist Stage 2nd Stage
(Coalescer) (Separator)
Qty 11 10
Length 3313/32" 141/2"
0.D. 4 9/16" 6"
FSN 4930-073-4935

CHARGE RELAXATION VOLUMES
STAGE NO. VOLUME(GAL.)

(]
\\‘:\\1]

DN NN

35“

— .

~ PRE 1 38.0
BETWEEN 1&2 91.0
AFTER 2 22.0

TOTAL 151.0

ALLOW 6.0 GAL. FOR

20 ELEMENT AND HARUDWARE
T.0. 37A2-2-4-21 VOLUME.

Figure 4 - Filter-Separator Design on MH-2A Hose Cart
Dover Air Force Base
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TOP VIEW

Rated Flow: 600-gpm
4" ID Outlet

28" |.D.

4 2nd Stage Forms Shroud Over 1lst
SECTIUN A-A

Model: 844-15-30V-600AL

=l

NOTE: Separators are permanent
type 100 mesh Teflon®
coated screens

Stage

Charge Relaxation
Volume

40" f
44.5" A-

T | &
|

4" ID Inlet

Element Data
Ist Stage 2nd Stage
{Coalescer) (Separator)

o

; 7.0. 37A2-2-4-21

e ot
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Qty 30 15
Length 20" 44 .5"
oD 3.75" 4.56"
FSN 4330-983-0998
CHARGE RELAXATION VOLUMES
STAGE NO. VOLUMES(GAL.)
PRE 1 39.0
BETWN. 1&2 19.4
AFTER 2 84.8
143.2

Figure 5 - Filter-Separator Design on MH-2B Hose Cart
Dover Air Force Base
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van housing the electronic and data recording equipment. The arrange-
ment is illustrated schematically in Figure 6.

The instrumented manifold, designed and constructed by the
Boeing Company(Reference 1), contained a flow control valve, a charge
density meter, pressure and temperature sensors, flow meter and a sam-
pling tap. The manifold outlet was connected to hoses (one containing
a second charge density meter) which discharged into a receiving fueler
truck. Both inlet and outlet of the manifold were outfitted with

standard aircraft-type refueling adaptors for direct connection to POL
refueling equipment. The two charge density measurements, along with

the residence time between meters, weve to provide a method of calcu-
lating effective conductivity. Field strength measurements were made

by inserting a field strength meter into an opened manhole of the
receiving fuel tank compartment. The test manifold is shown in Figure 7.
Figure 8 shows the general ar.angement of testing refueling trucks and
Figure 9 the arrangement of testing hose carts.

It was recognized that the tank of a refueler truck into which
charged fuel was pumped and field strength was measured was different

from an aircraft tank, but the relative ranking of fuels in terms of
field strength was expected to be the same. In addition, all Air Force

R-5 arnd R-9 refueler truck tanks are identical and therefore field
strength measurements between air bases should be comparable,

Recorded measurements included fuel flow rate, fuel temperature,
charge density and field strength (when measured). The outputs from the
charge density meters were monitored on Model 600A Keithley Electrometers
and readings manually recorded on the oscillograph recorder tracing as

backup data. In addition, a totalized flow readout and manifold fuel
pressure were also recorded manually on tho tracing. A sampling tap on
the manifold was used for free water analyses of the fuel and to obtain
samples for later laboratory analyses of cond.ctivity, specific gravity,
water separation characteristics, and laboratory measurements of static
charging.

c. Test Program and Procedure

The survey of electrostatic charging characteristics of Air
Force POL fueling systems at Dover Air Force Base and Kelly Air Force Base
was conducted according ¢o the following schedule.

Testing fuel under summer conditions

Dover Air Force Base 7-11 October 1974
Kelly Air Force Base 21-25 October 1974

Testing fuel under winter conditions

Kelly Air Force Base 20-24 January 1975
Dover Air Force Base 3-7 February 1975

The first day the vehicle test equipment and laboratory apparatus

were set up and calibrated and testing plans finalized on vehicle selection,
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testing ramp locations, and testing sequence. Fuel samples were also
gathered from each hydrant and fillstand and analyzed in the laboratory
for charging tendency, water separation characteristics, specific gravity
and electrical conductivity. At Kelly Air Force Base, individual samples
vere also obtained and analyzed of each fuel supplier from the supply
truck as it arrived at the air base. Analysis of individual suppliers

at Dover Air Force Base was not possible since they were comingled at
Port Mahon and delivered to the air base by pipeline. Vehicle testing
was accomplished during the remainder of the week, followed by dis-
assembly of the test equipment for shipment to the other air base. Hose
carts under test were connected to the aircraft hydrant fueling system at
gate positions temporarily vacated by aircraft. Trucks were loaded at the
truck fillstand and brought to the testing apparatus.

(1) Charge Density Tests

Charge density measurements were made over the flow range of
the cart or truck under test, starting at the maximum flow rate obtain-
able on each vehicle. While Air Force hose carts and refuelers have
rated flow capacities of 600 gpm, maximum flow has been intentionally
limited to 300 to 350 gpm at Kelly and Dover Air Force Bases to prevent
possible over-pressurization of aircraft fuel systems. Measurements were
made in two to four descending increments after allowing charge density
equilibrium to be reached at each point, Iepeats of charge density wer:
obtained by returning tc maximum flow in similar flow increments. Other
repeat tests consisted of testing the vehicle at maximum flow, stopping
flow and allowing all charges to decay to zero and then conducting another
run at maximum flow. (Although repeat runs conducted after a significant
time lapse might be preferable in some ways, the inability to guarantee
fuel identity keeps such runs from being true repeat runs.)

Figure 10 illustrates a typical data summary sheet used to re-
cord charge density and other run data. The data contained on these sheets
were taken from the oscillograph recordings and other raw data sources,

(2) Field Strength Tests

Field strength measurements were made at both Dover Air Force
Base and Kelly Air Force Base. Field strength of the charged fuel within
the refueler tank compartment was recorded as the receiving refueler was
filling at a constant flow rate. This involved inserting a field meter
into the open manhole of the receiving refueler to obtain surface voltage
data on the rising fuel surface. Because of the open manhole and escape
of fuel vapors, the tank compartment was pre-inerted with nitrogen as a
safety precaution. Oyxgen in the free space of the tank was purged to

less than seven per cent with nitrogen. Field strength buildup during
tank filling and decay after fill shut-off were both recorded. Original

plans called for two measurements on each refueler tested - one at maxi-
mum constant flow rate and one at a lower rate. However, inability to
obtain measurable quantities of field strength at the maximum flow rate
negated runs at lower flow rates on other vehicles.
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(3) Static Charge Reducer

Efficiency measurements were made on an operating SCR at Kelly
Air Force Base, An SCR has been installed downstream of the filter-
separators in each of two legs of the No. 1592 fillstand for several
years. The purpose of these tests was (1) to evaluate the performance of
the SCR after several months of continuous usage in routine operation,
(2) to evaluate the SCR performance immediately after cleaning, (3) to
provide a means for Kelly Air Force Base to continue to monitor with
usage the effectiveness of the SCR, and (4) to identify by laboratory
analyses any deposits which may alter SCR operating efficiency. As an
added feature, the SCR was compared to a section of pipe of equal outer
dimensions used as a charge relaxation chamber., Efficiency of the SCR
and relaxation chamber were calculated from readings of charge density
meters installed just upstream and downstream of the SCR. Figure 11
shows a sketch of the modification and instrumentation installation made
on the No. 1592 fillstand. Figure 12 shows a view of the fillstand and
Instrumentation during a test.

&
& (4) Testing Scope
g A total of 63 runs were made at Dover and Kelly Air Force Bases
§ during two testing periods (warm and cold weather) to determine the charge
& generation of air base fueling equipment. In addition to charge density
¥ (CD) evaluations, these included one run at each air base for field strength
? (FS) and 3 runs at Kelly Air Force Base to evaluate the static charge re-
? ducer (SCR). The breakdown of testing is shown in Table II1I.
é TABLE I1II. TESTING SCOPE
% Air Base Total Runs Fuel Source No. of Vehicles Tested
1 CD FS SCR Hose Cc*ts Trucks

e Warm Weather Testing - October 1974

Dover 29 - - 3 Hydrants (2 gates 7 1
§ each)
7 1 Fillstand 4
[ Kelly 5 1 - 1 Fillstand - 5
é ® Cold Weather Testing - January and February 1975
] Kelly 7 - 3 1 Fillstand - 7
b
£ Do-er 17 1 - 3 Hydrants (1 gate ea) 8 2
3 1 Fillstand 3
&

(5) Treatment of Data

: Charge density was measured as a function of flow rate during
b 61 test runs. Two moire runs were made at constant flow rate in order to
i establish f}eld strength, Charge density versus flow rate data were plotted
g for each run (these curves appear in Appendix A). Charge density at 300
B gpm was interpolated and/or extrapolated from these curves to permit com-
i parisons between vehicles and subsequent analyses. To permit comparisons
i
; 28
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of filter charging on an equivalent basis, initial charge, Qqe, in fuel
issuing from the separator elements of the filter-separator was calculated
(using the equation of Section II, para. 1) for each vehicle run on the
basis of fuel effective conductivity and volumes contained within the
filter-separator obtained from physical measurements in each type of
filter-separator and each type of hose, This approach tends to eliminate
variations in hose length, filter—-separator designs, and fuel conductivity
differences between runs. It permits a more direct comparison of charging
effects between refuelers and MH-2A and MH-2B hose carts. This method was
used for charging comparisons which were then tested for statistical signif-
icance. Data for each individual run are presented in Tables V, VI and
VII.

(a) Repeatability

Repeatability of charge density data was obtained from 39 repeat
determinations of equilibrium charge density values at maximum flow rate.

Repeatability determined in this manner was calculated to be * 3.5 per

cent, This is within the * 4.0 per cent accuracy of charge density based
on previous industry experience,

d. Discussion of Results

(1) Fuel Factors

(a) Fuel Rest Conductivity versus Temperature Data

Conductivity of fuels was measured as prescribed by ASTM D-3114-72,
D.C. Electrical Conductivity of Hyd'oca.bon Fuels. This method applies to
the laboratory determination of the rest conductivity of aviation fuels.
The rest conductivity measured on samples colleried during tests and from
supply tanks during each of the four test periods are given in Table IV,
Since the initial measurement was always made later in the laboratory after
the sample was taken, the temperature at which the conductivity was mea-
sured was usually different (higher or lower) than that which prevailed at
the time of sampling. In the October testing at Dover and Kelly, it was
the practice to measure conductivity at two temperature levels and thereby
determine the relationship between conductivity and temperature (Table IV),
During the testing in January at Kelly and February at Dover, many more
samples were taken than during October, and tested at several temperatures.,
The conductivities measured on these samples were used to find the best
least squares fit to the equation:

log pS/m = aT + b

which expressed the relationship between conductivity and temperature, T.

The regression analyses of these data are summarized in Table IV. The last
column of Table IV shows that conductivity doubles with an increase in
temperature ranging from AT of 23 to 28°F (16 to 19°C) at Kelly and 23 to
49°F (16 to 27°C) at Dover. This range is broader than expected at Dover but
may reflect variations in fuel supplied and held in the many hydrant storage

tanks.
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The rest conductivities, ky, expressed as picoSiemens/meter
(pS/m), at the test temperatures as provided in this report were calcu-
lated using these relationships. The range over which conductivity
varied during the testing period because of the temperature variation
is shown in Table IV and also for each individual run in Tables V through

VII.

No relationship was found between rest conductivity and charging
tendency as illustrated in Figure 13. This agrees with the findings in

the recent CRC study(Reference 2).

The 13 fuels shown in Tables V through VII represent the in-
dividual fuel families actually tested in hydrant sources and trucks.
A fuel family was defined in terms of a particular hydrant or fillstand
at the air base during one day of testing. Thus, if testing was done on
two different days on the same hydrant, it would be considered to repre-
sent two fuels. The 1l fuels shown in Table IV reflect the quality of
air base supply sources but it was considered that the hydrant or fill~
stand could influence the conductivity and charging tendency of the fuels
actually tested in ground equipment.

(b) Effective Conductivity

The effective conductivity is a measure of the rate at which a
charged fuel loses its charge while flowing in a particular system. As

such, it differs from rest conductivity which is a property of the fuel
in the uncharged state. Effective conductivities tend to be higher than
the rest conductivities when rest conductivities are less than 1 pS/m,
and less than rest conductivities when rest conductivities are greater

than 1 pS/m.

In this program no assessment of effective conductivity could
be obtained from the data because all charging levels were too low to
detect accurately the differences in reading between the two charge
density meters installed in the test manifold. In addition, the second
charge density mcter (needed for this determination) became inoperative
during the cold weather testing phase at Kelly and Dover Air Force Bases.
In lieu of the availability of this data, it was decided to utilize the
relationship of effective conductivity to rest conductivity established
in an earlier CRC study(Reference 7). This relationship of effective
versus rest conductivity is reproduced in Figure 14 and a mean value
between the two curves was used in determining effective conductivity
shown in Tables V through VII.

(c) Charging Tendency

A correlation was found between fuel charging tendency as deter-
mined by the laboratory Mini-Static Charging Test (MST) (Reference 2) and
the actual charging observed in the field apparatus and is shown in
Table VIII to have, on the average, excellent agreement. In this table,
data from typical runs in the February 1975 survey period are given in
Column (A) as a calculated charge at the separator. These calculated
charges were used to eliminate differences of residence time [Colu 1 (C)]

Reference:
7 "Electrostatic Discharge in Aircraft Fuel Systems - Phase II"

Coordinating Research Council, Report No. 355, August 1961
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REST CONDUCTIVITY AT TEST TEMPERATURE, pS/m
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Figure 13 - Relationship of Fuel Test Conductivity versus Charge
Density at 50 percent of Rated Flow
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between fueling vehicles and differences in fuel conductivities
[Columns (D) and (E)] between fuel sources. These calculated charges

were then further corrected for differences between vehicles of filter
age or thruput [see Column (B)].

The MST test employs a special high charging paper (type 10)
and, therefore, to compare MST data to normal filter element charging,
a correction factor needs to be applied. The basis for this factor and
its application are described in a recent CRC report(Reference 5). The
corrected MST values and the calculated vehicle charges were then com-
pared by taking a ratio of the MST data to the calculated vehicle charge

data. The results are presented in Column (1) and show an overall
averaged ratio of 0.99.

(d) Fuel Cleanliness
1l. Free Water

A total of 33 determinations of undissolved (free) water were
conducted on the 63 test runs. Free water was determined with the Aqua-
glo instrument (ASTM D-3240) during the test run and is given in Tables
V through VII. Except for one run at Kelly Air Force Base, free water
content on all other runs was two ppm or less. The one run at Kelly Air
Force Base showed a water content of 12 ppm but this reading was determined
to be non-representative of the refueler fuel since the test pad showed
exposure to one large water drop - probably precipitating from the fuel

downstream of the filter-separator as the truck stood full of fuel over-
night.

Effects of free water content on charging tendency could not
be determined since hose carts and refuelers are generally not equipped
with fuel sampling probes upstream of the filter-separator where measure-
ments of free water content could be made on the fuel as it entered the
filter-separator. One hose cart at Dover Air Force Base was fitted with
a sample probe upstream of the filter-separator. Analyses of the fuel at
this point showed a <1.0 ppm free water content.

2. Water Separation Characteristics

Water separation characteristics of the fuels (WSIM) tested by
Mini-Sonic Separometer (MSS) (ASTM D-2550) showed all fuels to be in an
acceptable range of 90 to 100 WSIM rating. On a few samples at Dover Air
Force Base readings were obtained in the mid to upper 80 range and one
sample had a WSIM of 74. Repeat tests on new samples of these fuels all

gave readings in the 90 to 100 range. MSS data are given in Tables IX and
X.

3. Particulate Contamination of Fuels

Particulate contamination of fuels was determined by ASTM D-2276-71
using Millipore filter membranes. All samples tested showed acceptable

levels from 0.2 to 0.6 mg/gal. The Millipore data are given in Tables IX
and X.
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Kelly Air Force Base and

testing periods of October and February.

Variation of Rest Conductivity
Between Bases and Testing Periods

Sizable variations in rest conductivity were noted between

Dover Air Force Base fuels as well as between
These are shown below:

Nominal
Conductivity No, of
Air Base Testing Period @ 74°F (pS/m) Suppliers
Dover October 2.3 3
Kelly October 15.9 3
Kelly January 31.3 2
Dover February 13.2 1

The most striking difference is that between Dover and Kelly Air Force

Bases during the Cctober

testing. Upon return for the winter phase of

testing Kelly Air Force Base fuel conductivities have doubled while
Dover Air Force Base fuel conductivity has increased by nearly a factor

of six.

These variations in fuel conductivity were indeed unexpected

and present one of the more significant findings of the survey.

While

conductivity in itself does not relate directly to charging tendency,

it does relate to charge

relaxation and thereby is significant to the

relative hazards of static electricity.

The reasons for these variations between air bases and between

testing periods is felt to be a function of the corrosion inhibitor addi-
tive contained in the fuel.

The effects of different corrosion inhibi-

tors on fuel conductivity and charging tendency is demonstrated in

Table XI.

The data in Table XI were obtained from laboratory blends of

four different corrosion
QPL 25017-9) in the same
tivity to increase while
Hitec E-515 shows a two-

inhibitors (three of vhkich are approved in
base fuel, Of the four, two cause the conduc-
two cause a conductivity reduction. Likewise,
to three-fold increase in charging tendency

while the other three show only an approximate 50 per cent increase in
, charging over the base fuel.

field could exhibit rest

particular additives were used.

The two corrosion inhibitors which cause fuel conductivity to
i decrease are important to note,

The data indicate that JP-4 fuel in the
conductivity similar to commercial fuels it these
In this connection it is interesting to

note that the recent 1973 CRC fuel survey(Reference 2)included 54 samples

of P-4 fuel from two air bases (Table XII).

Although the average con-

ductivity level of JP-4 was higher than Jet A, 76 per cent of the JP-4

samples were bntween 1 and 9.9 pS/m.

Thus, it is evident that the JP-4

fuels tested at Dover and Kelly were nonrepresentative because only
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37.5 per cent of the samples matched the eariier survey. 7The findings of

high conductivities on the Air Force 1974-1975 survey are even more strik-
ing when compared to the 1962 CRC survey(Reference 2) and the 1963-1964 sur-

vey by K. J. Marsh(Reference 2) as shown in Table XII and summarized in
Reference 2,

The generally lower levels of conductivity observed with JP-4
in 1962 to 1964 undoubtedly reflect the fact that the MIL-T~5624 fuel
specification did not make corrosion inhibitors mandatory until 1965.

Unfortunately, very few air bases have been surveyed since 1965 when the

important change was made in the specification that influenced electrical
conductivity.

TABLE XII. COMPARISON OF JP-4 FUEL CONDUCTIVITY DATA
FROM VARIOUS SURVEYS

1962 1963-64 1973 1974 1975
R Marst®)  crd)  agr Air
Force Force

Conductivity Range, pS/m Per Cent of JP-4 Samples

<0.49 7.1 1.4 0 0 0
0.50 to 0.99 10.7 18.1 0 0 0
1.0 to 4.9 57.2 14,7 35,2 60.0 0
5.0 to 9.9 25.0 5.7 40,7 0 15.0
>10 0 0 24,1 40,0 85.0
100.0 99.9 100.0 100.0 100.0
Number of Samples 28 348 54 20 20
Number of Airports 17 5 2 2 2

(I)Table VIII from Reference (2) summarizeg results of earlier studies.

The answer to questions about JP-4 conductivity can only be obtained from
a survey of fuels from a large number of air bases, A program of this

type is recommended along with a laboratory investigation into the effects
of QPL additives on fuel conductivity and charging.

(2) Charge Generation by Air Base Fueling Equipment
(a) Level of Charge Densities Obtained in Survey

The leve. of charge density measured at both Kelly and Dover Air
Force Bases was much lower than anticipated. The distribution of charge

density at maximum obtainable flow during the four test periods is shown
in Table XITI. The reason for these low charge levels is felt to be due
o the combination of reduced flow capacity of all the vehicles and high
fuel conductivities. Kelly Air Force Base, which had the higher conduc-
tivities during both testing periods, had 92 per cent of all vehicles
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tested giving less than 10 uC/m3 with 53 per cent of the vehicles register-
ing charges in the 20 to 30 pC/m3 range.

TABLE XIII. DISTRIBUTION OF CHARGE DENSITY LEVELS
AT MAXIMUM FLOW RATE(1)

Number of Observations

Range of Charge Density (EC/m3) Dover AFB Kelly AFB
Oct Feb Oct Jan
+0-10 4
-0-10 1 ~ 6 2
-10-20 3 7 - 1
-20-30 18 7 - -
-30-40 5 4 = -
-40-50 1 - - -
-50-60 1 - - =

(1) Maximum flow rate obtainable was 390 to 420 gpm which is 48 to 70 per
cent of rated capacity (600 gpm) of the vehicles,

Further insight into the low levels of charging obtained in test-
ing at Dover and Kelly Air Force Bases can be obtained by comparing the
Mini-Static test data from these air bases with those obtained on JP-4
fuels from Homestead and Loring Air Force Bases in the recent 1973 CRC
survey(Reference 2) shown in Table XIV. Here it can be seen that, from
nearly the same number of fuel samples, only 40 per cent of the Homestead
and Loring samples had MST charge densities between 500-999 uC/m3 compared
to 46 per cent of the Dover and Kelly samples. Furthermore, 42 per cent
of the Dover and Kelly samples had charge densities below 500 uC/m3 com-
pared to none from Homestead and Loring. While the differences between
the 1973 CRC survey and the current data cannot be explained, it should
be noted from Table VIII that the MST data show good agreement with
observed charge at the two test air bases when appropriate corrections

are made,

In the subsequent paragraphs the charge density data observed
in the flowing fuel are translated into an estimated filter ciharge at
the element in order to facilitate the study of effects of filter thru-
put, hydrant system, element type and filter-separator design. The
calculation technique discussed in paragraph l.c.(5), Treatment of Data,
eliminates the variables of fuel conductivity, hose length and filter-
separator desisn although it admittedly exaggerates inaccuracies if the
observed charge density in fuel 1is at a low level,
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TABLE XIV. COMPARISON OF JP-4 CHARGE DENSITY DATA
FROM AIR FORCE AND CRC SURVEYS
LABORATORY MINI-STATIC TEST DATA

1973 CRC Survey 1974-75 Air Force
(Reference 2) Survey
Air Base Homestead Loring Dover Kelly

Range of Charge Density (uC/m3) Per Cent of JP-4 Samples

<500 0] 0 22,2 61.5

500-999 80 0 61.1 30.8

1000-1999 20 20 16,7 7.7
>2000 0 80 0 0
Total 100 100 100 100

Number of Samples 15 15 18 13

(b) Effects of Filter Thruput

The time in service calculated for each filter-separator unit on
the basis of volume of fuel processed since the last element change was
used to compare all the units tested at each air base in terms of observed
charge. Age and thruput data for each vehicle tested is given in Tables IV
through VI. As can be seen from these tables, some vehicles have higher
utilization than others,and for this reason age or time in months of ser-
vice was not used for comparing vehicles. No comparison of thruput with
charge level could be made from the Kelly Air Force Base testing carricd
out in October 1974 since five out of six runs gave no measurable charge.

The effects of cumulative fuel thruput on filter chargi.g are
given in Figure 15 for hose carts at Dover Air Force Base., Filter charg-
ing 1s based on calculated values of charge leaving the filter elements.
A regression analysis was performed on the data for each curve and the
coefficient of correlation is given for each line. These data show that
higher thruputs result in higher charging of the filter.

Dif ferences in charge level response (creating two families of

curves) between the two testing periods is felt to be related to effects
of fuel changes and temperature on charge levels,

A similar plot of filter thruput versus filter charging is
given in Figure 16 for refuelers. The validity of the Kelly Air Force
Base refueler data is questionable because of the extremely low measured
values and corresponding accuracy of charge density used in these filter
charge calculations. Correspondingly, the data obtained on the refuelers
at Dover Air Force Base cover a very limited range. Nevertheless, the
data indicate a similar trend to that cbtained on the hose carts - higher

thruputs cause higher charge levels,

(c) Charging Level Between Hydrant Systems

Charging level was found to vary between hydrant systems at Dover
Alr Force Bage. This can be seen in Figure 15 which shows that during both
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Figure 15 - Effects of Filter Thruput on Filter Charging-
Hose Carts at Dover Air Force Base
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Figure 16 - Effects of Filter Thruput on Filter Charging-Refuelers
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testing periods, charging was lowest on the C5A Hydrant and highest on
the North Hydrant. The relative ranking of the three Whydrant systems
can be obtained by comparing the charge level at one filter thruput level

(about 4 million (M) gallons).

TABLE XV, DIFFERENCES IN CHARGING LEVELS
BETWEEN HYDRANT SYSTEMS
(HOSE CART TESTING)

Estimated Filter
Hydrant System Charge ij/m%L @ 4M Gal Thruput Ratio of Charge
® Warm Weather Testing (October 1974)

C5A 97 Ref = 1.0

MAC 133 1.4

North 176 1.8
® Cold Weather Tesing (February 1975)

C5A 270 Ref = 1.0

MAC 570 2.1

North 1200 4.4

The reason for these differences is not apparent at this time.
The C5A is the newest modified Pritchard system and is made of aluminum,
The fact that the older steel systems generate up to four times higher
charge than the C5A (Table XV) probably reflects the corrosion contaminants
which are contributed to the fuel by the older systems,

(d) Effect of Filter Element Type

While all DOD coalescer elements are similar, two types of
separator elements exist in Air Force use. They are the Teflon® -coated
screen separator (so-called permanent type) and the replaceable paper
element, The paper element is currently being phased out of use and re-
placed by the coated screen element, However, one hose cart at Dover
Air Force Base still contained the paper type separator elements and was
included in the February 1975 testing to compare any possible differences
in charging with the Teflon® elements.

On the basis of one test on a cart containing paper separators,
the charge issuing from the filter was calculated from the data to be
139 uC/m3, At an equivalent volume thruput, as shown in Figure 14, carts
containing permanent type elements when tested on the C5 Hydrant System
show a filter-~separater charge of 70 uC/m> or 50 per cent less charge than
the paper elements., While this comparison is made on very limited data,
it does agree with the CRC study(Reference 5) results showing that per-
manent type elements generate charges of 13 to 52 per cert of paper

separators.

(e) Effects of Filter-Separator Design

Basic differences exist between filter-separator design on mobile
fueling equipment which may affect the level of charge delivered to the
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aircraft tank, These differences relate to the fuel holdup time or
residence time provided by the different filter-separators. MH-2A hose
carts have filter-separators which have two distinct filter element
stages - coalescer elements mounted in the first stage and separator
individually in the second stage as shown in Figure 4. This type of
design is common to non-military or commercial use. On the other hand,
MH-2B hose carts and refuelers have a combined or common mounting for
the coalescer and separator elements where the separator element shrouds
the coalescer element as shown in Figures 3 and 5. Therefore, a major
amount of the volume inside the filter~separator vessel on the MH-2B
cart is relaxation volume after the separator. In the case of the MH-2A
carts, the major portion of the filter-separator internal volume is be-
tween coalescer and separator elements and therefore fuel that is re-~
laxed between stages is re-charged again by the separator elements just

before exiting to the hoses.
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The effect of these design differences on fuel charge resid-
ence time is shown in Table XVI.

COMPARISON OF FILTER-SEPARATOR DESIGNS

TETRE IR

)
' TABLE XVI,
AND CHARGE RELAXATIOCN VOLUMES
Filter- Flow Volumes(l)(gal) Residence Time (sec)
Separator Inside Filter-Separator Provided @ 300 gpm
Vehicle Type After Separator Flement After Separator
Between Coalescer After
and Separator Separator
MH-2A Cart Z Stage 91 22 A
] MH-2B Cart Shrouded 19 85 17.0
4 R-9 Refueler Shrouded 20 64 12.8
3
; (1) Volumes calculated from dimensions given in Figures 3 through 5.
‘

To illustrate the great importance of filter-separator design, it
is useful to calculate the output charge density for the two types of hose
carts, assuming the same filter charge. If the data for Run-51 at Dover
Air Force Base in February 1975 are used as a basis, the increase in
residence time of 12.6 seconds for the MH-2B cart would reduce the output

charge density from 29 to 3.6 uC/m3.

SR EL A

ks

P
i It is not to be construed that the MH-2A cart design is unsafe

& since this design is used safely in millions of fuelings per year in com-
£ mercial operations. Rather, it is the intent here to point out that che

5 DOD design of MH-2B carts and refueler filter-separator have an inherent

¥ safety factor by having a built-in larger charge relaxation chamber. It

i should be noted that the fueling hoses which deliver fuel to the aircraft
% manifold can provide additional relaxation volume. For example, a 50-foot
iy lengtl, of 3-inch hose holds 18 gallons; with two such hoses in use the

?& additional residence time at 50 per cent of rated flow is over 7 seconds.
A
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(3) Field Strength Measurements

Measurements of field strength were attempted at both Kelly Air
Force Base and Dover Air Force Base, In both tests no measurable surface
voltage was observed while the refueler was filling at maximum flow rate,
Immediately after automatic shut-off when the tank was full a small move-
ment in the recorder trz ing was noted. In the case of Kelly Air Force
Base this movement was calculated to be approximately 1 kv/m and had a
duration of approximately 8 seconds. At Dover Air Force Base, upon fill
shut-off, field strength increased from 0 to a calculated peak of 27.0

kv/m at 7 seconds after fill shut-off and decreased to zero 13 seconds
after shut-off. This behavior has been observed by others who have made

field strength tests by flowing charged fuel into an instrumented fueler
vehicle. It has been attributed to internal mixing in the tank which

brings a body of charged fuel to the surface after flow stops.

In both the Kelly and Dover tests, the level of field strength
was generally far too low for any meaningful interpretation. Because of
the low readings at maximum flow rate, no attempt was made to measure

field strength at lower flow rates on other vehicles.
(4) SCR Evaluation
(a) SCR Efficiency Measurements

Tests were conducted on an SCR installed in No, 1592 Fillstand
at Kelly Air Force Base to determine its operating efficiency: (1) after
7 months of operation since it was last cleaned in June 1974, (2) after

cieaning, and (3) compared to a relaxation chamber of equal outer dimen-
sions (8-inch diameter X 36-inch-long pipe). The data obtained are shown

in Table XVII, Fuel with a conductivity of 18.6 pS/m was pumped at 500

gpm to fill a R-9 receiver, In all cases, low charge levels leaving the
fillstand filter-separator and entering the SCR were dJdue to the combina-
tion of high fuel conductivity and considerable relaxatior volume in the
filter-separator. The calculated SCR efficiency values are not significant
because of the low level of input charge.
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TABLE XVII. STATIC CHARGE REDUCER (SCR)
EFFICIENCY MEASUREMENTS
KELLY AIR FORCE BASE: JANUARY 1975

Test Duration: Time to fill refueler truck (4500 gals)
Flow Rate: 400 gpm
Fuel Conductivity: 18.6 pS/m @ 64°F

Approximate
Test Time, Charge Density Charge Density Per Cent
(Minutes) Into SCR (uC/m3) Out of SCR (uC/m3) Efficiency

SCR after 7 months service (cleaned 6-74)

2.5 -4.5 -2.0 56
10 (end) -6.0 -4.,5 25

SCR immediately after cleaning

2.5 -2.0 -3.0 -50
10 (end) -4.,0 -6.0 -50

Replacing SCR with 8-inch ID X 36-inch-long Spool Piece

2.5 -8.0 -4.0 50
10 (end) -8.0 -4.,0 50

(b) Analyses of Deposits Taken from SCR

Before the SCR was cleaned with solvent (MEK) and brushes,
deposits were wiped from the inner white polypropylene surface. These
deposits produced a faint brown stain on the filter paper used to wipe
the surface. No visible deposits were evident on the white plastic
surface before wiping. The deposits collected on the ashless laboratory
filter paper were submitted for elemental analysis by qualitative emis-
sion spectroscopy. The results showed the ash of deposits to contain
the estimated amcunts of the following metals:

TABLE XVIII. ANALYSES OF DEPOSITS TAKEN FROM SCR

Amounts Metal
Major (>10 per cent): Zinc, Nickel
Minor (1 to 10 per cent): Titanium
Trace (<1 per cent): Phosphorus, Vanadium, Copper

Further analyses by Infrared spectrophotometers or by atomic
absorption spectrometer were also attempted but difficulty was experienced
in geparating sufficient quantities of the deposits from the filter paper.
Additional wipings of SCR deposits were obtained in May 1975 from Kelly Air
Force Base, but again Insufficient sample was obtained for analyses.
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2. TESTING OF DOD HOSE CARTS AT EXXON FULL-SCALE FACILITY

a. Purposes of the Tests

Analyses of the data obtained from the tests conducted at two
air bases revealed that in a number of respects the fuels and the filter-

separators available for test did not represent the critical condition
extremes that may currently exist at U.S. air bases and which may cause a

significant electrostatic hazard to exist. Some of these deficiencies
were:

® High fuel conductivity in three of four test periods,
A low conductivity JP-4 would be apt to cause higher
static charge to be delivered.

® No control over fuel additives. It was known that some
corrosion inhibitors affect fuel conductivity and charg-

ing tendency adversely.

® Limited flow rates through filter-separators. Since
static charge generally increased with flow rate, the
inability to test in the field beyond about 50 per
cent of rated flow made test measurements and inter-
pretation difficult,

® Limited availability of critical filter-separators.
It was known that two-stage design filter-separator
and paper separator elements would be theoretically
more critical in static generation but such equipment
was not available for comparison testing in the air

bases.

It was felt that most of these deficiencies in test parameter
could be overcome if full-scale testing were conducted in the Exxon Re~
search Full-Scale Facility using borrowed military hose carts of the
critical types. This facility was capable of pumping JP-4 at rated flows
and controlling the quality of this JP-4 in terms of conductivity and
additive type. Accordingly, to supplement the field data, a program
extension was proposed and granted to evaluate the critical conditions.

b, Test Equipment and Instrumentation

The Exxon Full-Scale Test Facility into which the two hose
carts were installed is shown schematically in Figure 17. The portions
of this facility used in this study included a 22,000-gallon tank con-
taining approximately 20,000 gallons of JP-4, three 600 gpm centrifugal
pumps, a turbine flow meter, pressure and temperature sensors, a shell-
in-tube heat exchanger to control fuel temperature to “25°C, a commercial
1100 gpm horizontal filter-separator (CHFS) and two A. O. Smith Charge

Density Meters (CD-1 and CD-2),.
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Two Air Force hose carts (62W00191 and 74W00128) were obtained ;
They 1

through a loan arrangement from McGuire Air Force Base, New Jersey,
were a type MH-2A (Model 2130) and an MH-2B (1973 Model)/DOD Trailer

Mounted Aircraft Fuel Servicing Unit. To adapt the servicers to the Exxon
system, the aircraf: refueling nozzle and hydrant coupler valve were re-
moved and replaced with manual valves and quick-coupling adaptors. Prior
to testing, adjustments were made to the cart pressure control valves to
pernit flow rates up to 700 gpm (116.7 per cent of rated capacity).

Recorder tracings were obtained on charge density measurements

downstream of the CHFS and upstream and downstream of the hose rarts.
During each run, readings of flow rate an! fuel temperature we.e manually

recorded on the tracing. Daily determinations of electrical :onductivity
of the fuel were also made and recorded,

SRS e qo—
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c. Test Program and Procedure

Sopt
-

(1) Corrosion Inhibitor Testing

Four different fuel-additive situations were evaluated. Two

;
L
£
g corrosion inhibitors conforming to MIL-L-25017 were employed to develop
4 the test fuels described in Table XIX.
&
i TABLE XIX. FUELS UTILIZED IN DOD HOSE CART
% TESTING AT EXXON RESEARCH CENTER
£ Additive
% Concentration
g Fuel Additive Treat _ptb Level
% JP-4 + Hitec E534 + 0.1% FSII 4.5 Minimum effective
¢ JP-4 Clay Treated 0 Represents depleted
¥ additive case
JP-4 +DCI-4A + 0.1% FSII 2.0 Relative effective

% (represents partially
& depleted additive)
: JP-4 + DCI~4A + 0.1% FSII 3.0 Minimm effective
5
i (1) ptb - pounds per thousand barrels
g DCI-4A is a product of E. I. duPont de Nemours Co., Inc., while
g Hitec E~534 is supplied by Edwin Cooper, Inc. FSII is a Fuel System Icing
P Inhibitor as specified by MIL-I-27686. The Hitec E-534 was supplied with
é the fuel and the other corrosion inhibitor was selected from previous
g laboratory experience for its differing effects on charging and conductivity
¢ (Table XI).

Each fuel/additive blend was pumped through each of the two
: hose{carts and commercial filter-separators at four different flow rates
: ranging from 300 to 700 pgm representing 50 to 117 per cent of hose cart
& flow capacity. Fgr each run, fuel temperature was controlled as close
g as possible to 25°C. A minimum of three replicate runs were conducted
§ on each additive fuel blend.
i
§
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(2) Tests on DOD Hose Carts

Two different type DOD hose carts MH-2A and MH-ZB were obtained
by loan agreemen: from McGuire Air Force Base. Tests were conducted on
these hose carts to assess the effects of differences in filter-separator
design on downstream static charge levels. The MH-2A cart has two dis-
tinct and separate filter element stages (filter/coalescer first stage and
separator element in second stage), while the MH-2B cart filter-separator
is designed with a filter/coalescer element shrouded by the separator
element. For comparison, tests were also conducted on a typical commer-
cial filter-separator unit which has a two-stage element configuration
similar to the MH-2A hose cart.

(3) Filter Age

Results from the field survey had indicated that filter elements
with greater fuel thruputs showed higher charging tendencies. To gain
further information on this finding, new filter/coalescer elements were
obtained from the Air Force and installed in the MH-2B cart. Data were
then obtained on the effect of aging of new elements on fuel charge
levels.

(4) Testing Scope and Treatment of Data

A total of 47 runs were conducted on the DOD hose cart: and
the CHFS. Each run consisted of measuring charge density as a fuaction
of flow rate which was varied in increments from 300 to 700 zpm (these
rates represent 50 to 117 per cent of rated capacity for the 600 gpm
DOD hose carts and 27 to 64 per cent of rated capacity o” the 1100 gpm
CHFS). A sumary of averaged data obtained is presented in Table XX for
each hose cart and additive situation tested, Measured values are given
in the columns identified as Qp. From this data, charges In the fuel at
the separator element were calculated, based on fuel effective conductiv-
ities and fuel residence times in the lines between filter-separators
and charge density meters. (Fuel residence times were obtained from
calculated fuel volumes between the separator element and downstream charge
density meter. Data for residence volumes are presented in Table XXI
for both the ERE tests and field survey tests.) These calculated charges
are given in Table XX under the column identified as Qq.

Charge density represents the concentration of static charge in
a unit volume of fuel, Measurement of charge density over a wide range of
equipment flow rates tends to conceal the actual amount of electrical
energy flowing in the fuel., If charge density (in uC/m3) is multiplied by

the flow rate (in m3/s) the resulting product is the curreat (in pA) flowing

in the fuel (one ampere equals one coulomb per second) and provides a more
realistic assessment of the degree of hazard from fuel being delivered to
a tank,
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TABLE XXI. CHARGE RELAXATION VOLUMES
BETWEEN SEPARATOR ELEMENTS AND
CHARGE DENSITY METER

Estimated
Relaxation Volume
Vehicle (Gallons)
® Air Base Tests
Hose Cart MH-2A 45,5
MH-2B 120 foot hose 71.0
MH-2B (1971 model) 108.5
MH-2B (1971 model) 120 foot hose 134.0
Refueler R-9 87.5
® ERE Tests
Hose Cart MH-2A 64.0
k MH-28 (1973 model) 88.3
31.0

Commercial Filter-Separator (CHFS)

S

Charge density data obtained by varying flow rate for each of
the additive fuels is presented in Figures 18 through 21 along with
charge flow data. Plots of charge density versus flow rate show that
with increasing flow rate, charge density begins tu level off - which
is the usual behavior of most filters. However, the plots of charge
flow versus flow rate show that when the flow rate increases from 300
to 600 gpm the increase of current flow is exponential (i.e., doubling
H the flow increases the current approximately four-fold).

o e RN

Measured charge density values observed for MH-2A and MH-2B
: hose carts at Dover Air Force Base during summer and winter testing were
¢ averaged for all runs at 200 and 300 gpm flow rates. These averaged
values were then used to obtain charge flow vilues for the respective
carts. Charge density and charge flow data ot these hose carts are shown
in Figures 18 and 21 which represent fuels treated with the full corrosion
inhibitor additive level. 1In both cases the field cart data fall within
the charge density/charge flow obtained on the ERE test results at the

respective flow rate level.

AT e

(5) Repeatability

Y e ey

Measured quantities of charge density at a flow rate of 600 gpm
(100 per cent of rated capacity for the DOD hose carts) were tested for
their statistical significance. The measured charge density data were
found to have a pooled standard deviation of 2.7 uC/m3,

NP
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d. Discussion of Results
(1) Charge Generation of DOD Hose (Carts

(a) Effect of Flow Rate on Hose Cart
Charge Flow Level

The data obtained on charge flow for the MH-2A, MH-2B and
CHFS are discussed in para. C(3) presented in Figures 18 through 21.
Included for comparison in Figures 18 and 21 are averaged data taken
from the field survey. It will be noted that doubling the flow rate
from 300 to 600 gpm (rated flow for the carts) increases the charge
flow exponentially approximately four-fold. If flow rate could have
been increased on the hose carts during the field survey portion of
the program, similar observed four-fold increases in charge flow would
be predicted.

(2) Fuel Factors

(a) Effect of Corrusion Inhibitor on
Fuel Conductivity

One of the more significant findings of the field survey was
the wide variation found in fuel conductivity between air bases and
between testing periods on the same air base., It was theorized at the
time that these differences were due to the use of different corrosion
inhibitor additives by the fuel suppliers. The possibility that different
corrosion inhibitors affect fuel conductivity and charging tendency was
demonstrated in laboratory blends with Jet A (Table XI). To further test
these possible effects two corrosion inhibitors (Hitec E-534 and DCI-4A)
were tested at their minimum effective concentration in JP-4 in this pro-
gram on DOD hose carts. In addition, two other JP-4 additive situations,
representing a completely depleted additive (clay treated fuel) and a
partially depleted additive level (2.0 lbs/1000 bbl DCI-4A), were evaluated,
These depleted levels were included in the testing to represent practical
situation where additives have been depleted by such normal processes
as absorption on pipe walls, etc. The conductivity results obtained on
these fuels are shown below in Table XXII.

TABLE XXII. EFFECT OF CORRCSION INHIBITORS ON
FUEL CONDUCIIVITY - RIG DATA

Corrosion Concentration Conductivity (pS/m) @ 25°C

Fuel Inhibitor (1bs/1000 bbls) Rest Effective(l)
JP-4 + 0.1% FSII Hitec E~534 4.5 7.0 3.0
JP-4 (Clay treated) 0 0 0.3 1.05
JP-4 + 0.1% FSII DCI-4A 2.0 1.6 1.2
JP-4 + 0.1% FSII DCI-4A 3.0 227 1.7

(1) Calculated from <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>